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Key Integrations

Strong partnerships and integrations are critical for the long-term success of any L1
network. The Solana ecosystem prioritized building out a full suite of features in 2020
that enabled over 100 projects to launch on Mainnet Beta. Some notable partnerships

include Chainlink, Circle, Audius, Akash, Arweave, Tether, and Terra.

For anyone interested in building on Solana, you can view our ecosystem page with

direct links to our grants program, documentation, and a form to submit your existing

project for representation on the website. For a more general overview, visit
our developer page which proves information around the core innovations that make

up Solana, FAQs, and more.

Some of the most active projects on Solana include Project Serum, Serum Swap

AMM, Bonfida, SOL Survivor, Oxygen, and Solanaroll.

Developer Update

Three years ago, Solana didn’t exist. The Solana protocol founders had an idea for a
trustless clock and itched for an excuse to build something in Rust—something big.
And so, Proof of History was brought to life: d23fda1. It was tiny. It seemed almost
insignificant at the time. But leaders at Qualcomm, Intel, and Apple understood, in

distributed systems a reliable clock radically simplifies everything.

The Solana Protocol assembled, and day after day, week after week, month after month,
rebuilt blockchain from the ground up to ensure it could scale to billions of users and
devices around the world. Several key innovations were deployed, including Proof of
History which synchronizes nodes every 400ms, where others took minutes. Sealevel
parallelizes transaction processing where others processed just one at a time. Turbine

keeps the cluster permissionless where others chose to centralize. Cloudbreak scales
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to millions of accounts where others chose to charge more for memory that was

thought to be scarce.

This year—the crucible of the Solana network and open source project—brought with it
significant advancements and milestones in the engineering realm. The start of 2020
marked the official soft launch of the Solana network, and before the end of Q1 in
March, the Mainnet Beta network was officially initialized with the help of the
worldwide validator community. Since then, the network has processed over 8 billion

transactions, and now has over 300 validators upholding the network across the globe.

Solana version 1.1 introduced myriad bug fixes, documentation improvements, and

command-line upgrades.

Version 1.2 added support for cross-program invocations that allow onchain programs
to issue synchronous processed instructions to other programs, as well as optimistic

confirmation.

We officially launched our token standard, the Solana Program Library, in version 1.3.

In version 1.4, gossip and account operation improvements were welcomed to the

cluster, alongside the persistence of "solana-validator™s voting record.

In November, the SPL Feature Proposal Program was released, which provides a

workflow for the activation of Solana network features through community vote based
on validator stake weight. Testing for this upcoming feature is underway on the testnet

and devnet clusters.

And in December, the Feature Proposal Program activated pico-inflation on mainnet

(0.01%). Full inflation is scheduled to arrive in early 2021!

These are just a few critical updates from across the Solana developer ecosystem. We

launched new documentation, continued to improve examples/tutorials, and built out
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comprehensive dev tooling for use in a variety of applications. We have a long way to
go to fulfill our mission, but 2020 was certainly a year to celebrate. Here’s to the

progress we made this year and cheers to where we’ll head in the next one.

Community Update

The ambition and strength of the Solana community were on full display in 2020.
Despite not being able to gather in person the bonds and motivation continued to grow

through online meetups, virtual events, and extensive region-specific AMAs and online

gatherings. If you are looking for daily updates, the Solana Twitter is a great place to
start, followed by joining the Solana English Telegram group. From the main Telegram
group, you can find links to over 10 language-specific groups to meet other Solana

enthusiasts in your local area.

Collectively, the community is grown to over 600,000 people this year spanning across
every continent. As the blockchain space continues to grow, localization is another
focus for Solana, ensuring activities and materials are available in every language for
any user who wants to learn more about the protocol and test out the apps. If you are

interested in getting more involved, you can apply for the Solana Collective.

Closing Notes

What a crazy year we all had. As we reflect back on the progress Solana has made over
the course of 2020, we are optimistic for a prosperous 2021 with continued growth
throughout the Solana ecosystem. We expect to see hundreds of new applications
launched, improved decentralization of the network, an acceleration of community

governance initiatives, and much more.

As this mailing list continues to grow, it’s essential that Solana is only bringing the
highest quality emails to your inbox. If you have any comments or questions, please

respond to this email with your thoughts.
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We also provide more frequent updates via Blockfolio Signal—only holders of $SOL

can receive these special updates.

Make sure to follow us on our various social channels below to receive daily updates on

what’s going on in the Solana ecosystem.
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